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Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Question no. 1 is compulsory and answer two more questions from the Units.

1. Answer any three questions : 12×3
(a) Distinguish between a sentence and a proposition. Give examples of two sentences which express

the same proposition.
(b) Distinguish between occurrent states and dispositional states with suitable examples.
(c) Explain the distinction between defining and accompanying characteristics with examples.
(d) Distinguish between a priori and a posteriori propositions with examples.
(e) What are the different senses of the word ‘know’? Give examples.
(f) Explain the correspondence theory of truth.
(g) Distinguish between sufficient and necessary conditions.
(h) What are the differences between strong and weak senses of idealism?

Unit - 1

2. (a) Distinguish between verbal and ostensive definition.
(b) Which of these definitions is the most fundamental kind of definition and why?
(c) Are there words that can be defined ostensively only? Discuss with examples. 8+12+12

3. (a) How do you distinguish between ambiguity and vagueness of a word?
(b) Explain three causes of vagueness of a word. 12+20

Unit - 2

4. (a) What is a concept?
(b) Is there any difference between a concept and an image?
(c) Discuss whether all concepts are based on experience or not.
(d) Examine the following criterion : ‘A person has the concept of X when he can apply the word “X”

correctly’. 4+8+12+8
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5. (a) What is propositional knowledge?

(b) Explain the conditions of propositional knowledge.

(c) Distinguish between strong and weak senses of know. 8+16+8

6. (a) Explain with examples two definitions of analytic statement.

(b) Is analytic-synthetic distinction tenable? — Discuss.

(c) Are the following propositions analytic? — Give reasons.

(i) All red objects are coloured.

(ii) Circles never contain straight lines. 12+12+8

Unit - 3

7. (a) What is the meaning of the term ‘Law of nature’?

(b) Are these laws descriptive? — Discuss briefly.

(c) Distinguish between explanation and giving reasons.

(d) Which of the following sentences express law of nature and why?

(i) All seas contain water

(ii) All triangles are three-sided

(iii) Every effect has a cause

(iv) All crows are mortal. 4+8+12+8

8. (a) What is the logical status of the causal principle? Explain in this connection, the view that the causal
principle is neither true nor false.

(b) Make a comparison between causal principle and other scientific principles. 24+8

9. (a) What is Determinism?

(b) How does Determinism differ from Fatalism?

(c) Discuss whether Determinism is compatible with Freedom. 8+12+12

Unit - 4

10. (a) Explain the main thesis of representative realism.

(b) How does it differ from naive realism?

(c) Why is this theory called ‘iron-curtain theory’? 16+8+8

11. (a) What is the problem of universals?

(b) Explain and examine Plato’s theory of universals. 8+24


